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Principal:  Brian Rodda 
Brian.Rodda@dcsdk12.org 

303-387-7000 
schools.dcsdk12.org/fce 

 
 

 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

“Fox Creek… A Community School” 
 

I know so many of you drive past our corner marquee quite frequently.  We do 
our best to fill the sign with important dates and events in the life of our school. 
Perhaps it’s been a while since you looked at the fine print on the sign.  In the 
upper right hand corner it says, “A Community School”.  That one simple 
statement summarizes our partnership.  I desire Fox Creek to truly be a school 
that represents the best of our community and reflects our desire to continually 
improve who we are, and what we do.  
 
This handbook that you’ve received represents a joint effort of our parent board, 
called the School Advisory Council and the Fox Creek Staff.  
The information in this handbook is intended to help you be an informed member 
of the Fox Creek community. Parent involvement and open, frequent 
communication are crucial to the success of any elementary school. We welcome 
your input and hope you will be a frequent visitor to our building.  
 
We are committed to sharing the responsibility of providing an outstanding 
education for our students.  Fox Creek is privileged to have a dedicated, highly 
professional staff, students who love school, and a very supportive community. 
These ingredients form the basis for excellence in education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brian Rodda 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

Fox Creek Elementary, 6585 Collegiate Drive, Highlands Ranch CO, 80130  303-387-7000 
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Letter from our Fox Creek Student Advisory Council 

 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
As your School Advisory Council parent representatives, we’re pleased to 
provide our input to the Fox Creek Elementary School Handbook.  This 
handbook is designed to help parents with the common procedures and rules 
that help our school run smoothly and keep it a safe and encouraging place for 
our children to learn. 
 
The School Advisory Council allows parents and members of the community to 
be directly involved in planning and evaluating various facets of the school’s 
academic programs and quality improvement process.  We provide input and 
guidance in many ways such as reviewing the balanced scorecard, school 
budget, and safety issues, to name a few. Our input comes not just from our 
individual points of view, but also from a sampling of parents, students, teachers’, 
staff and community members, each of whom have a vested interest in making 
Fox Creek Elementary the best it can be!   
 
Our primary goal is to work with our administration, and our wonderful staff and 
teachers, to help emphasize the core virtues of Fox Creek Elementary, and to 
ensure that our Mission Statement, “Fox Creek: Learning… Every Child, Every 
Day”, is achieved.  In everything we do, these two critical items are first and 
foremost in our minds as we represent you. 
 
The SAC feels the school handbook is a great resource for Fox Creek 
Elementary, providing clear expectations, requirements, and a reference point for 
when questions arise.     
 
Thank you for the opportunity and privilege to represent you, and to help our 
students at Fox Creek Elementary achieve their incredible goals and 
achievements. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
The Fox Creek School Advisory Council  
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Fox Creek: Learning… Every Child, Every Day 
 
We are committed to excellence in education and accomplish this by: 
having high but reachable standards and expectations 
encouraging risk taking with support 
helping students set high but reachable goals 
having students self-assess 
 
We believe in the value of parental involvement in the success of a child’s education by: 
knowing that involved parents foster a desire to learn in their children 
working together with parents to set goals and expectations 
encouraging parents to volunteer in the classroom 
creating a partnership where teachers and parents support each other 
 
We believe in caring for the mind and heart of every child by: 
having caring expectations 
considering the multifaceted needs of each child 
connecting personally and establishing rapport 
 
We believe in the value of lifelong learning and share this belief with children by: 
continuing to take classes to learn and grow ourselves 
instilling a desire to know more 
operating as a community of learners 
knowing that learning is never ending 
 
We believe in providing a safe and nurturing community by: 
valuing and modeling mutual respect 
consistently reminding students of and enforcing common expectations 
soliciting and using community input 
being fair and consistent in our expectations 
 
We believe in instruction, which is fueled by passion and creativity and demonstrate this by: 
sharing our excitement and passion for learning 
encouraging and sharing creative thinking 
teaching with enthusiasm 
finding the key to motivating every child 
bringing a positive attitude to the classroom 
 
We believe in providing authentic learning experiences by: 
relating learning to the real world 
presenting information in a meaningful way 
being patient and persevering in guiding learning 
requiring quality over quantity 
 
We believe in honoring the individuality of every learner by: 
knowing all children can learn 
appreciating differences 
assessing individual needs 
planning instruction based on identified need 
helping each child feel special 
putting children first 
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Fox Creek Elementary 
  Habits of Character 

  

  

Courage 
We use our thoughts, words and actions to take the first steps. 
We advocate for doing what’s right in all areas of life 
  
Respect 
We treat others how we want to be treated. 
We value and honor self, others, property and our environment. 
  
Contribution 
We make a positive difference in our classroom, school and the world. 
We pitch in to solve problems and support others. 
  
Integrity 
We are true to ourselves, do our best and take pride in what we do. 
We value honesty and doing the right thing. 
  
Perseverance 
We stick with things, even when they’re challenging. 
We go beyond what we think we can do by combining determination & a 
positive attitude. 
  
Collaboration 
We work together respectfully. 
We value every voice and encourage every talent. 
  
Compassion 
We show kindness by caring for and helping others. 
We foster empathy by being mindful of others and taking action. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 

School is in session for grades K-6 from 8:25 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Students are not 
to be on campus before 8:20 a.m.  
 
The school office is open from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
 
AM Preschool: 8:25 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
PM Preschool: 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 
 
Buses normally arrive at approximately 8:20 a.m.  Parents are asked not to drop 
children off before 8:20 a.m. and to pick them up promptly at 3:30 p.m. unless 
they are involved in a school activity outside normal school hours.  Students are 
asked to line up outside on the playground blacktop before school.  This is not a 
time to play.  Instead we require students to line up and talk with classmates. 
Weather permitting, students are expected to remain outside until they are met 
by their teachers and let inside.  
 
Your cooperation with this policy is strongly encouraged.  Children unsupervised 
for long periods of time before or after school present a potentially hazardous 
situation for themselves and others. 
 

ABSENCES 
Parents are asked to phone the school at (303) 387-7002 to report the absence 
of their child. The absence should be phoned in by 9:00a.m. on the day of the 
absence, or the preceding day.  Parents should leave the following information: 
Parent’s name, child’s name, teacher, date of absence, and reason for absence. 
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LATE ARRIVALS 
If your child arrives at school after the starting time (8:30 a.m.), s/he must check 
in with the school office before going to class. The student will be given a late 
pass to take to the teacher and the attendance record will be corrected. To 
excuse a late arrival in advance, please call the attendance line, 303-387-7002. 
 

STUDENT CHECKOUT 
Anyone picking up a child before the end of the school day must check the child 
out from the school office. Your child will be called to the office upon your arrival. 
If anyone other than the parent or guardian is to pick up a child from school, prior 
arrangement must be made with the school secretary. 
 

STORM SCHEDULE 
In the event of inclement weather, school may be on a delayed schedule 
beginning 90 minutes later than usual and will begin at 9:55 AM. 
Announcement of a storm schedule or delayed schedule will be made on all 
major radio and television stations beginning at 6:00 a.m. You may also call the 
Weather Hotline at 303 303-387-SNOW(7669), check the Douglas County 
web site at dcsd.k12.co.us, Twitter(Twitter.com/DCSDK12alerts) or 
Facebook(facebook.com/DCSDK12) for information. Please watch local TV 
stations or tune in to local radio stations (Channel 4, Channel 7, Channel 9, 
Channel 13, KOA, KHOW, KLAK, KLZ, KIMN, KYGO, KADX, KOSI, KPPL, 
KWBI, KPKE) for updated information regarding late start or closure. Do not call 
the school to verify what you have heard on the news.  Buses will also be 
delayed 90 minutes.  Our before school care should be available beginning at the 
regular time. 
 

BUSES 
Routes and the pick-up and drop-off points can be obtained from the district 
website under transportation. In the event of a route change, the transportation 
department will notify parents. If you have any questions regarding the buses and 
their schedules you may call transportation (303 387-6151) at any time during 
operating hours (6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.). During inclement weather the school 
buses will operate on a delayed opening schedule, 90 minutes late. 
Announcement of delayed opening will be made on major radio and television 
stations.  If you child is going to ride home with another bus rider or on another 
route they need to bring a note for the bus driver. 
 

WITHDRAWALS 
If you are leaving Fox Creek, please notify the office as soon as possible.  A 
withdrawal form is required with forwarding information.   Students must return all 
books to the Library and pay any charges to the Kitchen before withdrawing. 
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OPEN ENROLLMENT 
Colorado state law provides parents with the option to choose their child’s school 
regardless of location and school district, provided there is space available in the 
school.  First round open enrollment opens November 1st through December 
3rd. The open enrollment link will appear on the DCSD website. Schools have 
until December 7th to offer placement based on space availability and parents 
will have until December 17th to accept.  Accepting open enrollment placement 
ensures permanent placement in that school for the duration of the student’s time 
at the school.  If open enrollment applications are not accepted, families will 
automatically be placed on the second round list.  Second round Open 
Enrollment runs from January 22nd to August 1st. If a family is moving within the 
District but would like to remain at their current school, they may do so by filing 
an Intent to Remain form. 
 

PHONE USE 
Students should use the classroom phone when making necessary phone calls 
during the school day.  Students are not to use the school phone to make after 
school plans. 
 
School volunteers are asked to turn off their cell phones while in the classroom 
as to preserve the educational environment for students. 
 
Cell phones are not allowed during the school day.  All cell phone calls (incoming 
and outgoing) should be made before and/or after school.  If you need to reach 
your child, please call the main office by 3:00PM and a message will be delivered 
to your child before the end of the school day. 
 
Smartwatches are viewed as a safety feature for some families.  Smartwatches 
are allowed at school only with appropriate use. No messages should be sent or 
received during school hours.  For privacy reasons, no audio or visual monitoring 
through a smartwatch will be allowed.  Failure to follow school guidelines on 
smart watches will result in student’s losing the privilege to carry or use this 
device. 
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Students often have special items that they want to share with their classmates. 
We recommend that any personal objects of value not be left at school.  An adult 
may bring in the item and take it home immediately.  Toys are not permitted at 
school.  We cannot be responsible for any loss or damage to students' personal 
property.  Please do not send any extra money to school with your child.  
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LOST & FOUND 
Lost and found items will be displayed by the cafeteria entrance for students to 
claim.  Students and/or parents can check anytime for lost items.  Unclaimed 
items will be donated to a charity on the first of each month.  Items that have 
been labeled with a child’s name will be returned to the child. 
 

DRESS CODE 
The school dress code expectations are one of our school’s many attempts to 
set high standards for our students.  Our dress code expectations are in line 
with the District’s dress code policy and were shared with the Fox Creek 
Advisory Council.  The bottom line of our dress code: If any manner of dress 
causes a disruption to the educational environment of the classroom or school a 
change of clothes will be required. 
 

Shirts and Blouses 
•  Must be long enough to conceal the midriff 
•  Must have shoulder strap wide enough to cover the shoulder,   

                         especially for students in fourth – sixth grades who may have   
                         undergarments which could be exposed with narrower shoulder   
                         straps 

• May not display any inappropriate messages 
Pants  

• Must fit around a student’s waist 
• May not sag below the waistline exposing undergarments 

Shorts 
• Should be long enough to reach approximately mid-thigh 
• When a student is seated, the shorts should be long enough to   

                        partially  cover the top of the thigh and their undergarments 
Shoes 

• Closed toe shoes and sandals that encompass the foot are most 
appropriate for school, especially for emergency situations. 

Hair should be a color within the realm of normal hair colors (Blonde is 
okay, blue is not) 

Make-up should not be worn to school 
Hats may not be worn inside the school building 

 No chains or other potentially dangerous objects may be attached to or   
           hanging from clothing 

Any garment that is deemed unsafe in an emergency situation may 
require the student to call home for a change of clothes. 

 
Hats are encouraged during outside recesses, to avoid prolonged sun exposure. 
As the children do go out for recess in most weather conditions (except lightning 
and temperatures below 20°) please prepare them daily for Colorado’s 
unexpected weather changes.  PLEASE LABEL ALL APPAREL. 
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SCHOOL PICTURES 
All student pictures will be taken at the beginning of the school year.  Families 
are not required to purchase pictures for their child(ren).  All students will have 
their picture taken for the class composite photo. 
 

STUDENT DISCIPLINE 
Discipline is viewed as an instructional opportunity to teach students how to 
exercise self-control, positive citizenship and responsible behaviors. We utilize 
the DCSD Student Rights and Responsibilities- Code of Conduct and Discipline 
as a model for expected behavior from our students. We are here to support and 
guide students toward appropriate choices that will result in a safe environment 
that fosters learning and achievement. We offer encouragement and recognition 
to those students who make appropriate choices. When student behavior needs 
redirecting, it is our chance to discuss behavioral choices, feelings associated 
with the behavior, impact on others and alternative choices. The intent with this 
approach is to value the student and let him/her know it is the behavior, and not 
the person, that is unacceptable or undesirable. In addition, we want to prepare 
the student to know how him/her can better handle a similar situation for the 
future, if necessary.  
 
Parents are an important part of the discipline process. A strong partnership 
between home and school is important in shaping a child’s decision-making 
skills. In the primary years, students may need to phone their parents from the 
office and share their choices as part of learning to accept responsibility for their 
actions. As students get older, we put more responsibility on the student for 
communicating with their parents. Anytime there is an incident involving physical 
contact, disrespect to an adult or abusive language, parents will be contacted.  
 
We strive to treat each student as an individual. Each incident will be looked at 
on it’s own merits and outcomes will vary based on the child and the incident. 
Depending on the type of incident, a consequence may be administered. This will 
be at the discretion of the administration and will take into account the child’s 
personality, present situation, passed history and the type of incident, as well as 
district and legal guidelines.  
 
Our goal is to take care of the whole child. Maintaining a child’s sense of dignity 
and worth are critical in shaping a child’s behavior. These young people are still 
learning how to navigate in our complex society. With coaching, consistency and 
compassion, our students will grow up to be confident caring adults.  

 
PLAYGROUND RULES 

• Students shouldn’t play in a way that is dangerous to themselves or others (i.e., 
standing on swings, jumping off swings, twisting swings, carrying others on their 
back, etc.) 
• Only one person on a swing at a time.  
• Tag and chase games may not be played around or on the climbing structures. 
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• Students are asked to use only school provided play equipment and not to bring 
toys, radios, etc. from home. 
• Students may leave the play area only after receiving permission from the 
playground supervisor. 
• Students should be respectful of others at all times. 
 
 

DOUGLAS COUNTY BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS 
 
 
Work Habits/Time Management 
Students, staff, parents, and community will develop and use productive work 
habits. 
Indicators: 

● Complete work to the best of their ability 
● Strive for excellence in all their work 
● Honor time commitments 
● Arrive at school prepared to work 
● Work cooperatively with others and independently when appropriate 
● Persevere even when tasks are difficult 
 

School Climate 
Students, staff, parents, and community will behave in a manner that fosters a 
positive school environment. 
Indicators: 

● Participate actively in the learning process 
● Encourage parent and community involvement 
● State expectations clearly 
● Show sensitivity towards others 
● Use courteous and polite language and behavior 
● Exercise self-discipline 
● Follow school and District rules 

 
Dress 
Students, staff, parents, and community will dress appropriately for the school 
environment. 
Indicators: 

● Dress in a clean, neat, and safe manner 
● Dress in a manner that is non-demeaning to self or others 
● Dress in a manner that promotes practices that are consistent with District 

polities 
● Dress in a manner which is conducive to the activity in which engaged 

 
Physical and Emotional Safety 
Students, staff, parents, and community will promote, create, and maintain an 
environment free from physical and emotional harm. 
Indicators: 
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● Control anger and resolve conflicts through non-violent means 
● Ensure that schools are free from weapons 
● Ensure that schools are free from harmful substances 
● Ensure that schools are free from intimidation, discrimination, and 

harassment 
Respect for Grounds and Property 
Students, staff, parents, and community will be thoughtful caretakers of the 
school and District property and the property of others. 
Indicators: 

● Use property and materials for their intended purpose 
● Take responsibility for maintaining school and District property 
● Show respect for the personal property of others 

Integrity and Responsibility 
Students, staff, parents, and community will accept personal responsibility and 
accountability for their actions or inactions. 
Indicators: 

● Honor commitments 
● Promote excellence by setting challenging and attainable goals 
● Serve self and others through community involvement 
● Take the initiative to help others 
● Determine the right thing to do and do it 

 
Diversity 
Students, staff, parents, and community will respect the unique attributes and 
qualities of every individual. 
Indicators: 

● Treat others with fairness and compassion 
● View diversity as enhancing the school environment and community 
● Promote and encourage increased knowledge and understanding of 

diversity in curriculum and school-related activities 
 
Communication 
Students, staff, parents, and community will communicate effectively to build a 
more positive school environment. 
Indicators: 

● Communicate with positive intent 
● Communicate in an open, trusting, and truthful manner 
● Express ideas clearly 
● Listen actively and encourage feedback 
● Communicate in a timely and on-going manner  
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COMMUNICATION 
 

REPORT CARDS AND STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES 
Report cards are completed at the end of each semester and are available for 
you to view and print off from parent portal. Two formal Student-Led parent 
conferences are scheduled during the school year. The first conference is held 
mid semester in the fall.  Conferences not only tell you how your child is doing in 
school, but they help your child take responsibility for her/his own learning. 
Conferences provide an occasion for students to reflect on their progress, set 
goals for future work, and make a public presentation to the most important 
people in their lives. Your child will lead her/his own conference and present 
her/his own learning to you. Students prepare for these conferences by choosing 
their best work, revising work, writing reflections on their learning, and practicing 
presentation skills.  We expect parents to come with their children for every 
teacher/parent/student conference in the school year.   Should you wish to have 
additional conferences to discuss your child's progress, please feel free to make 
an appointment with the teacher. 
 

THURSDAY FOLDERS 
Teachers observe Thursday as a school/home communication day. You can 
expect your child to have in his/her possession a folder that will contain 
schoolwork, classroom news, specials, newsletters and news of school meetings 
and events.  
 

CLASSROOM/SCHOOL VISITATION 
We welcome you to visit our classrooms at any time during the school year.  We 
would request that you allow the teacher the courtesy of advance notice, sign in 
at the office and wear a name badge. 
 

NORTH STAR ASSEMBLIES 
Each month our school gathers together for a North Star Assembly.  This 
community building assembly is hosted by classes and is intended to share fun 
learning opportunities, student authors, and our core virtues.  Our community is 
always welcome to attend our North Star Assemblies and see what great things 
our students are learning! 
 

BIRTHDAY AND SURPRISE PARTIES 
As we set a healthy example for our students, we want to focus on the child 
instead of treats for our birthday traditions in the classroom.  In place of 
food/sugary treats, each teacher and team will develop new traditions for 
celebrating the child on their birthday. We are a non-food celebrations/rewards 
school.  
 
The office does not deliver flowers or balloons to students during the school day. 
Surprise parties for the teachers are discouraged as it disrupts the school day for 
the students.  Please discuss any such plans with the administration. 
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CLASS PARTIES 

We have 4 parties during the school year: 
 
● Halloween Party 
● Winter/Holiday Party 
● Valentines Party 

● End of year BBQ  
 

 
We will have a Halloween party during the school day. The party and parade will 
take place first thing in the morning.  If your child chooses to participate, please 
send them to school in their costume. Halloween activities will be complete by 
10:00 a.m.  
 

DISTRIBUTING INVITATIONS 
Children are not permitted to distribute invitations to any outside events to their 
classmates.  Invitations to parties, plays, programs, etc. should be delivered via 
U.S. Mail.  This includes birthday parties, church functions, etc. 
 

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
If a lesson with potentially controversial material or subject matter is planned, the 
teacher will ask for parent permission.  An appropriate alternative will be provided 
for any children who are not permitted to participate in the lesson.  Preview of all 
materials will be available to parents upon request 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

SMOKING POLICY 
All Douglas County School District buildings and grounds are non-smoking 
zones.  Smoking is not permitted at any time in the building or on the school 
grounds.  Please observe this policy during school hours as well as at any after 
school functions. 
 

MEDICATION 
Fox Creek does not have a school nurse.  Parents may not send medication in 
their child’s lunch box.  Prescription medication will be released to students at 
school only on the specific written request of the student’s parents or guardian 
AND with the written authorization of the student’s physician. The need for both 
parent and physician authorization is a state regulation. Your physician is 
welcome to FAX the authorization to us at 303 387-7001.  All prescription 
medication must be furnished in the original pharmacy labeled container.  Over 
the counter medications must be in the original pharmaceutical bottle. The school 
office, with a signed release form, can administer Tylenol.  
 

ILLNESS DURING SCHOOL 
Students who are not feeling well during school are sent to the health room (in 
the office).  After resting 15 minutes, the student will either return to class or call 
a parent to be picked up.  Parent, guardian or emergency contact must pick up 
students with a fever.  Please note that there is no nurse on site on a daily basis. 
The district nurse is on call if needed. 
 
Parents can help by checking students’ health before they leave home; keeping 
students home when they have signs/symptoms of illness. Please be sure your 
student knows where you are; give school accurate emergency information (and 
updates); or make arrangements with relatives/friends to take care of sick 
children. 
 
If a child is injured at school and medical attention is needed, an accident report 
will be filed and a copy sent to the parents. 
 

STUDENT ALCOHOL/DRUG USE POLICY 
The Board of Education recognizes that the use, possession, distribution, or sale 
of alcohol, tobacco and illegal or illicit drugs, including anabolic steroids, and 
counterfeit drugs constitutes a hazard to students and is prohibited in all Douglas 
County Schools, on all school grounds and district property, at any 
school-sanctioned activities, when students are being transported in vehicles 
dispatched by the District, or at any time or in any place where the student's 
conduct interferes with or obstructs the educational program or operations of the 
school district or of the health, safety or welfare of students or employees. 
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Compliance with the standards of conduct set forth in this policy is mandatory for 
all students.  A violation shall subject a student to appropriate disciplinary action, 
up to and including expulsion and referral for prosecution.  First offense of this 
policy will result in a school suspension and parents will be involved in 
determining procedures for prevention of further offenses.  Second violation of 
the drug/alcohol use policy will result in a recommendation for expulsion from 
school.  Disciplinary sanctions may include the completion of an approved drug 
or alcohol abuse rehabilitation program. 
 
The Board assumes its responsibility to provide age-appropriate drug abuse 
prevention programs which educate all students, from early childhood through 
grade 12, about the harmful effects and consequences of drug and alcohol use in 
order to develop youth's decision-making skills regarding the use of such 
substances.  Resources for counseling and rehabilitation services are available 
through the schools' administration and student assistance teams. 
 

BICYCLE, ROLLER BLADE AND SKATE BOARD SAFETY 
Bicycles must be walked on school property at all times.  They are not to be 
ridden on school grounds.  Bicycles are to be parked and locked in the bike racks 
provided.  Locks are the responsibility of the student.  Students are to park 
bicycles before school and are not to return to the bicycle racks until leaving at 
the end of the school day.  Students must obey all safety/traffic rules of riding to 
and from school.  Children must wear helmets when riding bikes, roller 
blading, and skate boarding to school. If a student does not wear a helmet 
they may lose their riding privileges.  
 
Roller blades are not to be worn on school grounds.  Students who choose to 
roller blade to school should remove the roller blades at the edge of the school 
property and place them in a backpack until the end of the school day.  Students 
must obey all safety/traffic rules when roller blading to school.  Children must 
wear helmets and appropriate protective gear. 
 
Skateboards and scooters are not to be ridden on school grounds.  Students who 
choose to skate board or ride a scooter to school, must store their equipment in 
the bins inside the bus loop doors during the school day.  Students must obey all 
safety/traffic rules when skate boarding to school.  Children must wear helmets 
and appropriate protective gear. 
  

 
PETS IN THE SCHOOL 

Please be aware of the following District guidelines regarding animals in school: 
• No more than one small fur or feather-bearing animal is to reside in a classroom 
at one time.  
• Cats will never be allowed in the school building because they cause highly 
allergic reactions. 

17 



• Dogs should not be in the school building unless on a leash, supervised by an 
adult.  They may visit briefly for show and tell, but generally should not be on 
school grounds. 
• For the first 2 weeks of school or until parents have been notified and given an 
opportunity to respond, there are to be no fur or feather bearing animals in any 
classroom.  Please notify the school office of any pet allergies. 
 

PROCEDURES FOR DROPPING OFF AND PICKING UP STUDENTS 
Safe Driving along Collegiate: 
The speed limit is 20 mph when children are present, please drive slowly. 
Drivers are required by law to stop when children are present in the crosswalk. 
Do not stop or park your car along the curb for 10 ft. on either side of the 
crosswalk.  Cars stopped in that area create a visibility hazard-putting children 
who are using the crosswalk in danger. 
 
Drop Off (KISS and GO ZONE): 

● If you simply want to drop off your child in the morning, please pull up to 
the curb along the North side of Collegiate. The area is marked “loading 
zone” and should be used for drop off only. 

● If you want to enter the parking lot, there is a drop off zone along the curb 
in front of the building. 

o Please have your child prepared for a quick and easy drop off (kiss 
and go) in order to help us maintain the flow of traffic in this highly 
congested area. 

● Be sure to pull forward as far as possible. 
● Do not park in the handicapped zone.  

o Fox Creek special needs children require access to this zone 
throughout the day. 

 
Pick Up: 
 

● If you want to pick up your child, you can wait with your car in the loading 
zone along Collegiate or in the pick up lane in the parking lot. 

o This is a “no idle” zone.  Please turn your call off if your arrive early 
and are waiting for school to let out. 

o Do not leave your car unattended in the fire lane. 
● You may park in a parking space in the lot and meet your child at the exit 

door. 
● You may park along the south side of Collegiate or along Harvard and 

walk up to the school to meet your child. 
● Do not park on the school side of Collegiate Dr. between 3 and 4pm. Parked 

cars create an obstacle for the pick-up line which often results in unsafe 
driving when children are present. 

 
 

REMEMBER - THE PARKING LOT IS A ONE-WAY SYSTEM! 
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SCHOOL SECURITY 
Our school building is monitored and secured using the following systems: 

● All access doors to the school remain locked. 
● All visitors are required to check in at the school office. 
● All DC elementary schools have a school marshal program, where armed 

Douglas County Sheriff officers are present on campus multiple times 
each day. 

● Security cameras monitor all major entrances and hallways. 
● Our school has assembled a crisis team made up of staff members. 
● A comprehensive crisis management plan is maintained in the front office. 
● Our school uses cell phones and two-way radios for emergency 

communication. 
● school district maintains a 24 hour security department. 

 
 

WEATHER CONSIDERATIONS 
At Fox Creek we believe that even in cold weather, children should be outside in 
fresh air and have a chance to run around.  In general, students will be outside 
unless the temperature is below 20 deg F.  Please send your child to school with 
the appropriate clothing, including boots, hats, mittens and warm jackets. We 
recognize that there can be other factors affecting the weather than just 
temperature alone (i.e. wind chill, wind, rain, snow), and therefore, the 
administration will have discretion in determining whether children play outside.  

 
SEVERE WEATHER 

If it is actively raining or snowing and you want to pick up your child, we suggest 
that you leave home a few minutes early to be able to park and bring an umbrella 
or other cover to aide your child in getting to the car safely. 

 
RED FLAG DAY 

If we are holding the students in the building instead of releasing them at 
dismissal time there will be a RED FLAG on the flagpole of the school.  The red 
flag will be a visual alert to you that you need to come in and check your child out 
from school.  The only door open at our school is the front door.  When you come 
in through the front door you will be greeted by office personnel who will direct 
you to the correct classroom to pick up your children.  On red flag days you will 
sign out your child from their classroom teacher directly.  This will alleviate the 
long lines and confusion at the front office.  Please do not try to offer a ride to 
your children’s friends or neighbors.  For the safety of all our students, if 
you are not listed on the emergency contact sheet for a child you won’t be 
allowed to check out that child! 
 
 

19 



 

20 



INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS AND POLICIES 
 

HOMEWORK POLICY 
We believe that homework should be an opportunity to build responsibility in 
children and for parents to spend some time sharing skills with their children. 
Therefore we expect children to spend some time during the week working at 
home.  The recommended time for homework varies by grade level. 
Approximate time for homework should be 10 minutes times your grade level 
(i.e., a 4th grade students would have 40 minutes per night).  They may be 
completing unfinished work, working on a long-term project, reading, looking 
through the newspaper, practicing spelling or math facts, or practicing skills 
learned during the school day. 
 
We know that our students have exciting lives outside of school and feel that 
homework should not interfere with these activities.  However, children who do 
not choose to use class time wisely may have more homework than other 
students.  If you feel that your child has too much or too little homework to meet 
your families' needs, contact your child's teacher and appropriate adjustments 
will be made.  Homework will not be assigned during track breaks unless an 
arrangement is made between the teacher and parents. 
 
If you choose to take your child out of school during his/her regularly scheduled 
track session for a family vacation or other reason, homework will not be 
provided.  We suggest that your child read, maintain a journal and practice math 
facts.  When your child returns, any missed assignments, which can be made up, 
will be provided.  Your child should complete this work within a prearranged 
amount of time to receive a grade.  If your child does not complete the work, s/he 
may receive an incomplete grade on his/her report card. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Gym shoes with soft rubber soles should be worn to gym classes. Girls wearing 
skirts or dresses should wear or bring shorts to school on these days.  If a child 
needs to be excused from P.E., a written note from home is needed.  If they are 
out for three or more days, a physician’s note is appreciated. 
 

ART 
When students are scheduled to have art, they may want to wear older clothes. 
Paint shirts are always available. 
 

MUSIC 
There are a few special activities as part of the general music class that will 
require a small fee, such as recorders and recorder books for the fourth graders. 
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BAND/ORCHESTRA 
Fourth, Fifth and Sixth grade students are given the opportunity to join our school 
band or orchestra (EBOP). If children do not own an instrument, they can rent 
one for the school year.  
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
The special education department services students with special needs.  We 
have two full time learning specialists, a full time speech/language specialist, and 
a part time psychologist and social worker. 
 

ESL (English as a Second language) 
Students whose first language is not English receive extra tutoring by our ESL 
teacher during the regular school day. 
 

STUDENT INTERVENTION 
Student Intervention provides a support system to students, teachers and 
parents who are striving to meet the unique needs of students.  Teachers 
operate in a collaborative problem-solving mode to address student needs 
around the following areas: 

● Behavior or interpersonal concerns 
● Learning difficulties 
● Developmental issues 
● Differentiating for highly able learners 

If a parent wishes to have an intervention meeting about a child, arrangements 
can be made through the classroom teacher. 
 

 
LEARNING COMMONS (LIBRARY) 

All classes visit the library regularly and students may check out books for a 
one-week period. Please remind your child to return his/her books on time. 
Students must pay for lost or severely damaged books at replacement costs. 
 

 
HIGHLY ABLE LEARNERS 

Students who are able to learn at a rapid rate or who have mastered the 
curriculum at their grade level are placed on a differentiated learning plan.  The 
classroom teacher, the parents and the RtI develop this plan.  It may include 
having a student go to a different grade for a specific subject, use different 
materials or work on an independent project.  The purpose is to review the child’s 
day and make appropriate adjustments to the curriculum. 
 

MULTI-CULTURAL EDUCATION 
We believe it is important for all students to understand and appreciate diverse 
cultures and customs.  It is one aspect of educating children to honor diversity. 
We also want children to understand the similarities of people everywhere. 
Therefore, each grade level spends time learning about others and how we are 
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the same and different.  Children also learn the influences other cultures have 
had on forming our culture. 
 

PARCC 
PARCC stands for Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers.  It is a test designed to measure student achievement in relationship to 
the Colorado Academic Standards.  These standards are expectations specifying 
what students should know at particular points in their education. As a result, 
PARCC provides a series of snapshots of student achievement in reading, 
writing, math, and science as they move through grades 3–10. 
 
PARCC is developed collaboratively by the testing contractor and the Colorado 
Department of Education (CDE). Teachers, curriculum specialists, and 
community members from across the state are involved in constructing each new 
assessment. 
 
Students are tested once a year (typically between February and April).  Each 
subject area of the PARCC (reading, writing, math and science) takes three 
testing sessions. Third grade is the exception, that take two testing sessions for 
each subject area. Testing sessions last about an hour. 
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SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
 

LUNCH PROGRAM 
Hot lunches are available to students grades K-6 at a cost of $2.85. This cost 
includes milk.  Additional milk or juice may be purchased for $0.75.  A child may 
purchase a second entree for $1.60. Adult lunch is $3.50.  Additional money may 
be added to a student’s account online or Make checks payable to Fox Creek 
Elementary School.  Students may purchase lunches or milk at any time with 
cash. If a child forgets his/her lunch or money and does not have lunch credits, 
s/he is permitted to charge ONE hot lunch.  Your child may not charge another 
lunch until the current charge is paid.  Students without a lunch for a second time 
will be provided with milk and an item from the salad bar.  Contact home will be 
made immediately to inform the parent that the child has charged a meal and of 
the need to repay the charge.  If you have any questions call Nutrition Services 
303-387-0343. 
We have a No Soda/Sugary drinks policy.  This aligns with the research our 
Student Lead Health Team completed on the negative impact of sugar and 
students ability to focus and learn. 
 

BOOK FEE/SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
The District requires a $10 book fee per child to be collected by all elementary 
schools.  This will be collected at the beginning of each school year.  Students 
are expected to provide basic supplies.  Supply lists for each grade level are 
available in the school office. 
 

FIELD TRIP/BUS FEE 
It is required that a fee be collected from students before each field trip to cover 
transportation expenses.  An additional fee may be necessary to cover extra 
costs such as admission to events for specific field trips.  Signed permission slips 
are required for each field trip your child takes. 
 

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE AND INTERSESSION 
If you are in need of childcare before and after school, bring them to the Before & 
After School Program at Fox Creek Elementary.  We also provide an Intersession 
for students who are off track.  The program offers exciting recreational activities. 
Children enjoy arts, crafts, games and weekly field trips.  For more information 
contact the program coordinator Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m.-8:40 a.m. or 3:30 
p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Fox Creek or call the cell phone at 303 921-3859 or the direct 
line at (303) 387-7009. 
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
 
Fox Creek Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
The Fox Creek PTO is a chapter of the Douglas County Educational Foundation 
(DCEF).  The DCEF is a non-profit 501(c)(B) foundation incorporated in the state 
of Colorado in 1990. The Foundation was created to provide resources in the 
Douglas County School District.  School chapters are created to provide 
resources that enrich the educational opportunities of its students.  These 
resources may be in the form of funds (grants), materials and services. 
 
The fund raising effort will be through the PTO, with all of the proceeds to go 
directly into the Fox Creek fund managed by the PTO Executive Council.  The 
PTO meets monthly.  
 

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTE (SAC) 
The purpose of the School Advisory Council (SAC) is to inform, encourage, and 
provide opportunities for parent and community members to be involved in the 
planning and evaluation of the school’s instructional program and quality 
improvement processes.  By definition, the School Advisory Council is an 
advisory body.  Final authority of any decision rests with the principal. 
 
SAC is composed of at least 3 parents, 1 teacher, the principal, a community 
member and a liaison from the PTO  
 
The SAC meets quarterly. If you would like to be a member, please write a brief 
letter of interest to the principal at the start of the school year. 
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